CDSBEO’s New OurSCHOOL Survey
Presentation for Community Partners

Background
• CDSBEO started administering confidential student
voice surveys in 2012-2013
• These surveys asked students questions pertaining
to their sense of belonging at school, how safe they
felt at school, their mental health, and if they knew
who they could reach out to for support
• Surveys were conducted in Grades 3-12
• Schools and the Board used the survey to help
develop policy and programs in response to the
students’ identified concerns

Why do we conduct a survey?
• By capturing and listening to the voice of the children and youth
we serve, we often gain insights and ideas that the adults in the
system might not have thought of
• With the new OurSCHOOL survey, there is also a Parent and Staff
survey that will be provided to all parents and staff across our system
to gain their insights as well
• The Ministry of Education (MOE) asks that all school boards in
Ontario complete a School Climate Survey at least once every 2 years
• In 2018, the MOE issued a directive asking for all school boards to
collect race-based data as per the Anti-Racism Act of 2017 and
governed by the Anti-Racism Data Standards
• School Boards are now required to collect data biennially in four
categories:
•
•
•
•

Indigenous identity
Race
Ethnic origin
Religion

Why are we switching from our Resiliency
Survey to the OurSCHOOL survey?
• Students can complete these surveys either at school or at home, which is
important given the COVID situation we are facing
• The Learning Bar meets our needs and is compliant with all Ministry
directives
• Surveys are research-based and validated
• The surveys are compliant with PPM144 and the Anti-Racism Act
• Surveys are web-based
• Reporting is available within 2-3 days
• Custom questions can be developed at the School and Board level to
support local initiatives

What do we do with the answers?
• Our student, staff and parent voices are very
important in informing us about our schools
safe and welcoming learning environments
• Annually, schools and school board
departments create school and board
improvement plans for student achievement.
Data collected from OurSchool survey
informs the creation of these SIPSAWs and
BIPSAWs

What are some of the questions in the survey?
• As mentioned, the OurSCHOOL survey is
very similar to our former Resiliency
Survey
• Here are some sample questions from
the new survey. The students respond
with a response on a 5-point scale from
strongly agree to strongly disagree:
•

“School is a place where I feel I
belong”

•

“There are safe ways for students
to report bullying”

•

“I feel like I can make the world a
better place”

OurSCHOOL Survey’s Moto

Will we still get to know the results?
• Just as in past years, our Mental Health
Leader, Michelle Neville, is happy to present
our community-based results with your
community
• The lead Mental Health Agencies in our
school board will continue to receive their
community’s results like they did in the past

Questions?
If you have any questions at all about
our new survey, please connect with
our School Board’s Mental Health
Leader, Michelle Neville –
michellek.neville@cdsbeo.on.ca

