
 
 
  
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: All Elementary Principals and Vice-Principals in Leeds and Grenville 
From: Valerie Allen, Superintendent of School Effectiveness 

Michael Kennedy, Principal of Program 
Date: November 6, 2013 
Subject: Choosing your Welcome to Kindergarten Date  

 
Research shows that good transition to kindergarten practices are associated with: 

• improved academic performance in kindergarten and 
• increased parent-initiated involvement. 

 
In UCDSB, we have two key transition practices currently in place at all schools: 

• Welcome to Kindergarten  www.thelearningpartnership.ca/WTK  
• Kindergarten Registration 

 
Research shows that the involvement of community partners is vital to transitioning families to school. 
 
In an effort to support your planning and to assist outside agencies, school boards in the region 
continue to work closely with local Best Start Networks to coordinate the involvement of community 
partners at your Welcome to Kindergarten events.   
 
In order to effectively plan and involve community partners in the Welcome to Kindergarten program 
at your school, a representative from the Leeds and Grenville Best Start Network has been assigned to 
your school.  Your representative will be contacting you before the end of November to set a date for 
your Welcome to Kindergarten event (March-June).  Please have a few dates in mind to help with 
flexibility of planning.   
 
The coordination of Welcome to Kindergarten events improves our ability and the ability of our 
community partners, to engage all parents across Upper Canada. 
 
Kindergarten Registration (January - March) is different than Welcome to Kindergarten (after March 
Break).  Welcome to Kindergarten orientation events are a time to engage parents in their child's 
learning and to transition the families to kindergarten. Kindergarten Registration, on the other hand, 
has less to do with the child and more to do with the parents' selection of their school for next year.  
As a system, we are working hard to make the distinction between kindergarten ‘registration’ and 
‘transition’.   
 
Thank you for your efforts in this area. 

  

http://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/WTK

