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Next Steps in the Transfer of the Early Development Instrument 
(EDI) and the Data Analysis Coordinators (DACs) 

 
Questions and Answers - External 

 
Q. What is the government’s vision/plan for the Early Development  
 Instrument (EDI) in Ontario? 
 
A. The EDI has been used in the province as a population measure of 

children’s readiness for Grade 1 for the past decade. The Ministry of 
Education looks forward to the continued use of the EDI in Ontario and to 
continuing its contribution to pan-Canadian and international knowledge. 

 
Our current goal is to transition the EDI from the Ministry of Children and 
Youth Services (MCYS) to the Ministry of Education (EDU).  Towards this 
end, the Ministry of Education will convene a working group to consider 
key issues associated with the transitioned responsibility.  The EDI 
working group will be comprised of representatives both internal and 
external to government; and, is expected to hold its inaugural meeting in 
February 2014. 

 
 
Q. What is happening with the Kindergarten Parent Survey (KPS), the 

companion survey to the Early Development Instrument (EDI)? 
 
A. Responsibility for the KPS has transferred to the Ministry of Education.  At 

this time, the Ministry of Education is focused on transitioning the EDI and 
working towards EDI data collection for 2014-15.  There will be a 
continued hiatus for the KPS when EDI data collection resumes. 
 
 

Q. Will there be an EDI data collection cycle in the 2013-14 school year? 
 
A. No, during this period of transition, it is important to allow the EDI Working 

Group the time it requires to plan appropriately.  As a result, there will be 
no EDI data collection in the current school year (2013-14).  EDI data 
collection is expected to resume in the 2014-15 school year. 

 
 
Q. What kinds of key issues will be discussed at the EDI Working 

Group? 
 
A. During the 2012-13 school year, EDI data collection was paused in order 

to conduct an administrative review of processes associated with the EDI 
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in Ontario.  The findings from this review are supporting the successful 
transition of the EDI to the Ministry of Education. 

 
 The EDI Working Group will begin its work with the findings from the 

review, which includes operational considerations, roles and 
responsibilities, data collection and delivery, and knowledge mobilization. 
 
 

Q. Will the findings from the EDI review be provided to the early years 
sector? 

 
A. Yes, a summary of the findings from the review will be made available to 

EDI stakeholders.  It is estimated that this summary will be available in 
spring 2014.    

 
 
Q.       How can I get involved with the EDI Working Group? 

 
A. In the coming weeks, potential working group members will be contacted 

utilizing contacts at the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services.  The Offord Centre for Child Studies has been 
contracted to provide their expertise to the transition of the EDI to the 
Ministry of Education, including significant contributions to the EDI 
Working Group.   

 
As the work of the group progresses, you will be informed of engagement 
opportunities as they arise.  You are always welcome to contact the 
Ministry of Education representative when you have questions, 
suggestions, and/or concerns (see contact information below). 

 
 
Q.       How are members going to be selected to be part of the EDI Working 

Group? 
 

A. In order to ensure membership reflects the unique needs across the 
province, members of the EDI Working Group will be invited to participate 
based on their interest, skill set, and the organization/role  they represent 
(e.g. community, school board; DAC, Early Years Lead).  If you have any 
questions please contact the Ministry of Education representative 
identified below. 
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Q. Has the role of the Data Analysis Coordinators (DACs) changed 
since the transfer to the Ministry of Education? 

 
A. The primary focus of the transfer, throughout this transition period, is to 

ensure continuity of services. For the past decade, the DACs have 
supported their communities in data/information management and 
knowledge mobilization activities.  DACs should continue to support their 
local communities – it is business as usual as responsibility for the Data 
Analysis Coordinators is transitioned to the Ministry of Education. 

 
 
Q. When will DACs receive communications from the Ministry of 

Education? 
 
A.  DACs can expect to receive communications from the Ministry of 

Education once their funding contracts have transferred to EDU.  As of 
April 1, 2014, all DACs in the province will begin receiving 
communications from the Ministry of Education. 

 
 
Q. Some DACs received an invitation to a research symposium that is 

being held in February.  Why did some DACs receive the invitation 
while others did not? 

 
A. As the Ministry of Education is assuming program and funding 

responsibility related to DACs in two-phases, DACs were invited in 
accordance with their transfer date.  DACs who joined the Ministry of 
Education as of January 1st, 2014 received the invitation.  Due to space 
limitations, invitations were extended based on the January 1, 2014 
transfer date.  Once all DACs are transitioned to the Ministry of Education, 
all DACs will receive applicable Ministry of Education communications and 
invitations. 

 
 
Q. I am a DAC who joined the Ministry of Education on January 1st, 

2014; however, I did not receive an invitation to the research 
symposium.  How can I receive the invitation? 

 
A. If you are a DAC that joined the Ministry of Education on January 1st, 2014 

and did not receive the invitation, please contact the Ministry of Education 
representative indicated below.  An invitation will be emailed to you. 
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Q.  I am a DAC who received an invitation to the research symposium.  
When I registered for the symposium, the DACs were asked to 
identify themselves as belonging to school boards.  Are the DACs 
now associated with school boards since they joined the Ministry of 
Education? 

 
A.   No, DACs remain associated with their host agencies.  DACs were 

mistakenly listed under school boards which was a clerical error.  We 
apologize for any confusion this may have caused. 

 
 
Q.  If we have questions about the transfer of the EDI or the EDI Working 

Group, who can we contact? 
 
A. The Ministry of Education representative responsible for the EDI and the 

EDI Working Group is: 
  Laurie McNelles 
  Manager, Outcomes and Measurement Unit 
  Business Planning, Outcomes and Assessment Branch 
  Early Years Division, Ministry of Education 
  Email: Laurie.McNelles@ontario.ca 
  Telephone: 416-212-2239 
 
Note: Questions related to your service agreement for DAC funding with the 

Ministry of Education can be directed to your Child Care Advisor 
(CMSMs/DSSABs) or Kelly MacDonald (Agencies).  
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