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MEMORANDUM TO: Data Analysis Coordinators (DACs) and their Host Agencies 
 Directors of Education 
 Early Years Leads 
 The Offord Centre for Child Studies, McMaster University 

 
FROM:   Jim Grieve 
    Assistant Deputy Minister, Early Years Division 
    Ministry of Education 

 
DATE:   January 22, 2014  
 
SUBJECT: Early Development Instrument (EDI) Transfer 
 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update and next steps on the Early Development Instrument 
(EDI).  
 
On January 23, 2013, the government released the Ontario Early Years Policy Framework  to set 
out the vision, guiding principles, and key areas for action for the early years and family supports 
system for children age 0-6 years and their parents/caregivers.  
 
One of the key areas for action identified in the framework was the plan to create an effective 
approach to implementing Best Start Child and Family Centres (BSCFCs) by September 2014.  
In order to establish a common governance structure for family resource/support programs, child 
care, and full-day kindergarten, responsibility for Best Start Child and Family Centres will reside 
with the Early Years Division at the Ministry of Education. 
 
In October 2013, funding, policy, and operational responsibilities for the Early Development 
Instrument (EDI) were transferred from the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) to 
the Early Years Division of the Ministry of Education (EDU).  As you know, the EDI has been 
used in the province as a measure of children’s readiness for Grade 1 for the past decade.  The 
Ministry of Education looks forward to the continued use of the EDI in the province, which 
prompts this communication with you.   
 
The EDI has not been collected in the province since the 2011-12 school year.  You may recall 
that the Ministry of Children and Youth Services paused EDI data collection to conduct an 
administrative review of processes associated with the EDI in Ontario.  The findings from the 
review are supporting the work of the Ministry of Education as we work towards the successful 
transfer of the EDI.   

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/OntarioEarlyYear.pdf


 
The Early Years Division has contracted with the Offord Centre for Child Studies at McMaster 
University to support the transition of the EDI to the Ministry of Education which includes 
capacity-building and increased connections within the education sector.  In addition, within the 
next few weeks, the Early Years Division will launch the EDI Working Group whose primary 
goal will be to support the successful transition of the EDI.  The successful transition includes 
consideration of cultural, financial, and operational implications associated with this transitioned 
responsibility.  The EDI Working Group will be comprised of EDI stakeholders both internal and 
external to government; the membership will be communicated to you as soon as members are 
confirmed. The EDI Working Group is expected to hold its inaugural meeting in February 2014. 
 
During this period of transition, it is important to allow the EDI Working Group the time that it 
requires to plan appropriately.  As a result, there will be no EDI data collection in the current 
school year (2013-14); EDI data collection is expected to resume in the 2014-15 school year. 
 
The transition of the EDI from the Ministry of Children and Youth Services to the Ministry of 
Education supports the government’s vision of building a stronger, coordinated, and accessible 
system of early years and family supports in the province.  Should you have questions and/or 
comments concerning the EDI or the EDI Working Group, please direct them to Laurie 
McNelles, Manager of the Outcomes and Assessment Unit at the Early Years Division 
(Laurie.McNelles@ontario.ca; 416-212-2239).  
 
Your ongoing partnership is most appreciated during this transition period. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
  
Jim Grieve        
Assistant Deputy Minister     
Early Years Division       
Ministry of Education      
       
Copy: Anne Premi, Director, Stategic Policy and Planning, Strategic Information and Business 

Intelligence, Ministry of Children and Youth Services 
 Pam Musson, Director, Early Years Implementation Branch, Early Years Division, 

Ministry of Education 
Rupert Gordon, Director, Early Years Policy and Program Branch, Early Years Division, 
Ministry of Education 

mailto:Laurie.McNelles@ontario.ca

	MEMORANDUM TO: Data Analysis Coordinators (DACs) and their Host Agencies
	Directors of Education
	Early Years Leads
	The Offord Centre for Child Studies, McMaster University

