Announcement of Step into Kindergarten, a one week program to assist children and parents with transition to kindergarten.

Who is paying  for this?

The Best Start Working Group in Lanark which is a group of agencies that serves families in Lanark County with children newborn to six years of age.  Their mission is:

All children have the opportunity to reach their full potential.  There is increased accessibility for all children 0-6 and all families; parents have access to supportive resources which aim to increase parenting capacity. There is a seamless system of services; there is increased coordination of services and service integration.  Families are provided with options for supports.  The initiative is driven by community need, evidence-based research and best practices.
Who is organizing this?
This will be organized by myself (Kathy Boelsma) and Corry Goddard who has worked with schools on our delivery of Stepping Stones a school readiness program for five years now. Some of you have worked with us before with the four week Stepping Stones program.
What is it?

Step into Kindegarten, is a one week program, which runs 9am-12noon in the kindergarten room of the school a child will be attending.  This is for children entering Junior Kindergarten.  It will take place in the summer. The goals of the program are to:

· help children make friends before the first day of school 
· have children and parents be part of a smaller group before the big day 
· each child creares a portfolio that may help the kindergarten teacher
· connect parents with agencies before school begins if they need it
· make them aware of any issues with their children by assisting parents in using the Nippissing screener
· we also will be having a time where parents can be with their children and other parents to help in creating some social networks
The program will be facilitated by two staff with 20 children.  We have hired kindergarten teachers, early childhood educators and educational assistants in the past.  We have a number of people trained and we hope to be able to use people that may be in the child’s school already, althought that won’t be possible for every location.
The costs are completely covered by the Best Start Working Group although we would like to be able to use equipment, tables, etc. in the Kindergarten room.  We have a small budget for supplies so if it’s possible to contribute in that way, it would be very helpful. Details to follow upon receipt of interest.
Communities that have strong transition to school models have students that are more successful.  This is our first year at being universal in our approach.  We hope to build on this for next year.

Our primary goal is to ease the transition into kindergarten and help parents get connected to community resources and each other.  Together we can assist children in being the best they can be.
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