
The Role of the Community 
Schools work best when schools and communities work together. 
School/community collaboration increases the potential for all students to achieve success. School and community collaboration can help to mitigate some of the factors over which schools have little control – such as students’ socioeconomic status. 
For example, hungry students cannot learn. School/community collaboration can address this problem immediately through school breakfast and lunch programs, and in the long-term through food security projects such as community gardens and kitchens. 
1. Students whose home lives are chaotic because of violence, drinking or their fami- lies’ inability to cope are often too tired or stressed to learn. School/community collaboration can make it easier for families to get the support they need to bring structure and order to their lives. 
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Prevention/Early Intervention
School/community collaboration can also play an important role in ensuring that all children have the skills and attitudes that contribute to school success. Pre- vention and early intervention programs such as pre-kindergarten for vulnerable young children have been proven to have both long-term and short-term benefits for children who are at risk of failure in school and in life.
Long-term Benefits:
· Lower rates of juvenile crime; 

· Fewer failed grades and school drop-outs; 

· Fewer teen pregnancies; and, 

Fewer referrals for intensive needs education. 

· Short-term Benefits: 
· Improved cognitive functioning; 

· Increased social skills; 

· Increased health; and, 

· Higher self-esteem. 


